
What About Extracurricular 
Activities

Some virtual schools have organized online clubs, 
including Art, Debate, Chess, History, Environmental 
and other groups.

How Do I find a Quality Virtual 
School for My Child?

Public school divisions are currently negotiating 
contracts with one or more approved virtual school 
provider.  Each of the approved virtual school 
programs is accredited by a national or regional agency 
recognized by the Virginia State Board of Education.

The Virginia Department of Education has developed 
a website allowing parents to search for approved 
providers and detailed descriptions.  You may find the 
page at:  
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/virtual_
learning/virtual_schools/index.shtml.

  What is a 
Virtual School?
… and how can it help Virginia’s students?

In the 21st Century, learning need not 
be limited to classes held in a bricks 
and mortar building.
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The currently approved providers 
(including “supplemental only” 
providers) are:

Apex Learning — full-time, supplemental and blended 
instruction for students in grades 9-12 including Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses; accredited by Northwest Accreditation 
Commission
Brigham Young University Independent Study — full-time, 
supplemental and blended instruction for students in grades 7-12 
including AP courses; accredited by Northwest Accreditation 
Commission
Chesterfield County Public Schools — supplemental 
instruction for students in grades 9-12; accredited by Virginia 
Board of Education
CompuHigh — full-time and supplemental instruction for 
students in grades 8-12; accredited by AdvanceEd
Connections Academy — full-time, supplemental and blended 
instruction for students in grades K-12 including AP courses; 
accredited by AdvanceEd
Edison Learning — full-time, supplemental and blended 
instruction for students in grades 9-12; accredited by Northwest 
Accreditation Commission and Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Schools
EdOptions Online Academy — full-time, supplemental and 
blended instruction for students in grades 6-12; accredited by 
AdvanceEd
Education2020 — full-time, supplemental and blended 
instruction for students in grades 6-12 including AP courses; 
accredited by Northwest Accreditation Commission
Florida Virtual School — full-time and supplemental 
instruction for students in grades 6-12 including AP courses; 
accredited by AdvanceEd
Giant Campus of Virginia — supplemental instruction for 
students in grades 9-12; accredited by Northwest Accreditation 
Commission
K-12 Virtual Schools — full-time, supplemental and blended 
instruction for students in grades K-12 including AP courses; 
accredited by AdvanceEd
Virtual High School Global Consortium — supplemental 
instruction for students in grades 9-12, including AP courses; 
accredited by Northwest Accreditation Commission and Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Schools
York County Public Schools — full-time and supplemental 
instruction for students in grades 7-12



Who uses a Virtual School?

A variety of students typically use a virtual school 
because it fits their needs and schedule better.  These 
include, but are not limited to: 

•	 Military families who move frequently

•	 Students on homebound instruction with 
medical needs

•	 Students with special education needs, such as 
the autism spectrum or ADHD

•	 Students with gifted education needs , who need 
to be challenged and move at their own pace

•	 Students who need credit recovery to graduate

•	 Competitive athletes with conflicts in traditional 
school day hours

•	 Any student who is dissatisfied with their 
current traditional public school as a result of 
overcrowding, bullying, lack of rigor, etc.

Are the Teachers Licensed?

Yes.  Teachers in a Virginia virtual school are required 
to have a Virginia teaching license.  In a quality 
virtual school, these teachers are also trained to 
effectively  teach online – a different approach than 
offering instruction in a classroom.  Administrators 
are also required to hold an advanced degree and 
have experience administering educational programs.

What Role Do Parents Play?

They are genuine partners in their child’s education.  
Parents help facilitate progress through the daily 
lessons and work to modify the pace and schedule 
according to each child’s needs. 

Although parents play the role of learning coach 
for their child, teachers are constantly involved in 
providing instruction, monitoring progress, ensuring 
mastery, and developing specific intervention plans 
when a child is struggling. 

Do Virtual School Students Take 
the SOLs?

Yes, all public virtual school students are required 
to take the Virginia Standards of Learning exams.  
In addition, quality virtual schools also require 
additional rigorous assessments so that teachers 
are able to determine each child’s strengths and 
weaknesses and adjustments can be made to focus on 
improvement.

What kind of computer and 
technology do I need?

The necessary technology varies, but typically an 
online connection at 56bps is needed, along with the 
most recent browser versions.  Some virtual schools 
will also supply the necessary computer.

Today, more than a million 
students take online courses 
through their school divisions.
This is a 47 percent increase since 2006.  Of those, 
175,000 are full-time students in full-time online 
schools.

Online education comes in a variety of ways:  Programs 
like Verizon Foundation’s Thinkfinity website offer 
lesson plans and supplemental aids for classroom 
teachers that will soon be linked to Virginia’s 
Standards of Learning by grade level and subject.  
Virtual Virginia, operated by the state Department 
of Education, offers more than 60 middle and high 
school courses ranging from Latin and AP Art History 
to Spanish and AP Statistics – but it caps the number 
of students who may take those courses.

Opportunities range from fully independent self-
paced courses to semester-based, teacher-facilitated 
courses.  This brochure offers a description of the 
most ambitious offering:  A full-time “virtual school” 
– either run by the school division or operating as an 
independent charter school.


