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Southern States 

MFG Share of  Total GSP  (2013) 
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Southern States 

MFG Output in $billions (2013) 
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$784.1 Billion Total 

American South MFG 

Output  



Deloitte-Global Manufacturing Index 

1. China 

2. Germany 

3. USA 

4. India 

5. South Korea 

6. Taiwan 

7. Canada 

8. Brazil 

9. Singapore 

10. Japan 

1. Talent-driven innovation 

2. Economic, trade, financial, and 
tax system 

3. Cost & availability of  labor and 
materials 

4. Supplier networks 

5. Legal & regulatory system 

6. Physical infrastructure 

7. Energy cost & policies 

8. Local markets 

9. Healthcare system 

10. Government investments in 
manufacturing & innovation 

Source: 2013 Global Manufacturing Competitiveness Index 



Site Selection Top 10 Competitive States 
of  2014 

1) North Carolina 
2) Louisiana 
3) Texas 
4) South Carolina 
5) Tennessee 
6) Kentucky 
7) Michigan  
8) Indiana 
9) Ohio 
10) Georgia 



Chief  Executive Best States for Business 

1. Texas 

2. Florida 

3. North Carolina 

4. Tennessee 

5. Georgia 

6. Indiana 

7. Louisiana 

8. Nevada 

9. Arizona  

10. South Carolina 

 



CNBC Top States for Business 2014 
1. Georgia 

2. Texas 

3. Utah 

4. Nebraska 

5. North Carolina 

6. Minnesota 

7. Washington 

8. Colorado 

9. Virginia 

10. North Dakota 



Area Development Top States for Doing  

Business 2014 

1. Georgia 

2. Texas 

3. South Carolina 

4. Alabama 

5. Tennessee 

6. Louisiana 

7. Indiana 

8. North Carolina 

9. Ohio 

10. Mississippi 

 

 



Forbes- Best States for Business 2014 

1. Utah 

2. North Dakota 

3. North Carolina 

4. Virginia 

5. Colorado 

6. Texas 

7. Nebraska 

8. Washington 

9. Minnesota 

10. Oklahoma 

 

 Source: Forbes 2014 



2015 Manufacturing & Logistics  

Report Card 

Source:  Conexus Indiana/Ball State University, 2015 

Manufacturing & Logistics Report Card 



ASCE Infrastructure Scorecard 



Business Tax Climate Index 



Business Tax Climate Index 



Southern States 

% Proficient 8th Grade Science 
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Southern States 

% Proficient 8th Grade Math 
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American South Tax Rankings 

 (1 is Best, 50 is Worst) Corporate Tax Property Tax 

Alabama 27 23 41 10 

Arkansas 40 28 44 19 

Florida 14 1 12 16 

Georgia 8 42 17 30 

Kentucky 29 30 11 17 

Louisiana 23 27 50 24 

Maryland 16 45 8 41 

Mississippi 11 21 28 33 

Missouri 4 29 29 7 

North Carolina 25 15 33 29 

Oklahoma 7 40 38 11 

South Carolina 13 41 18 21 

Tennessee 15 8 47 37 

Texas 39 6 36 36 

Virginia 6 39 6 26 

West Virginia 17 26 25 25 

 Sources:  Southern Governor’s Association, 2015; Tax Foundation, Business Tax Climate, 2015 



American South Regulatory & Economic Freedom  

 
(1 is Best, 50 is Worst) 

 
Regulatory Policy Economic Freedom Legal Environment 

(Impact on Tort) 

Alabama 28 11 48 

Arkansas 40 36 35 

Florida 32 17 41 

Georgia 16 10 19 

Kentucky 34 26 36 

Louisiana 46 34 49 

Maryland 44 40 18 

Mississippi 45 41 50 

Missouri 26 12 45 

North Carolina 14 21 5 

Oklahoma 17 5 32 

South Carolina 23 16 38 

Tennessee 12 3 12 

Texas 24 14 27 

Virginia 9 6 8 

West Virginia 49 45 

 

46 
Sources:  Southern Governor’s Association, 2015; Mercatus Center - George Washington University, Regulatory & Freed Rankings, 2015; Pacific Research Institute - Institute for Legal Reform, 

Competitiveness Redbook State Legal Environment, 2015. 



National Assessment of  Educational Progress 

 (1 is Best, 50 is Worst) 

 
4th Grade Reading 8th Grade Reading 4th Grade Math 8th Grade Math 

Alabama 34 46 47 50 

Arkansas 36 38 36 42 

Florida 8 33 27 35 

Georgia 29 35 35 40 

Kentucky 17 15 28 36 

Louisiana 47 48 49 48 

Maryland 2 6 16 20 

Mississippi 49 50 50 49 

Missouri 27 26 38 30 

North Carolina 28 36 17 22 

Oklahoma 39 39 40 45 

South Carolina 44 42 43 38 

Tennessee 31 34 37 43 

Texas 40 37 26 15 

Virginia 6 23 12 16 

West Virginia 42 47 41 46 
Source: U.S. Department of Education, 2015 Competitiveness Redbook 



Bright Ideas to Compete 

• Close the Skills & Career Planning Gaps by 2020 

– Re-imagine K-12 CTE “Shop/Labs”; Expand K-12 Dual-Enrollment; Invest in VCCS; and Create the New 

Economy Workforce (NEW) Industry Credential Grant Fund ($25 Million); Invest in “Proxy,” 

VR/AR/Simulation Technology at K-14 Levels 

• Stop Taxing Technology 

– Lower the Effective Tax Rate on Manufacturers; Eliminate the Machinery & Tools, BPOL & Merchants 

Capital Taxes; Incentivize Capital Investments 

• Restructure Economic Development 

– Align, Rationalize and Coordinate Federal, State, Regional and Local Programs; Expand International Trade 

Opportunities; Align Incentives with Existing Business Needs; and Expand Small Business Formation 

• Keep Energy Costs Affordable & Reliable 

– Reject Proposed EPA Clean Power Plan Rule; Reject EPA Proposed NAAQS Ground Level Ozone Rule; 

Reject RPS Mandates; Maintain a Diverse Fuel Mix; Build Energy Infrastructure; Incentivize Energy 

Conservation & Efficiency; and Regulate Municipal Utilities 

• Invest in Productive Infrastructure 

– Improve Multi-Modal Freight Capacity & Efficiency; Upgrade K-12 Broadband; Upgrade Wastewater 

Treatment & Stormwater Infrastructure  

• Maintain Regulatory Balance 

– Assure that Virginia Regulates the Energy, Environment, Health and Safety of  its Citizens; Balance 

Regulatory Excellence with Economic Competitiveness and Sustainability  

Source:  VMA, VA Industrial Innovation Strategy, 2015 



Thomas Alva Edison 
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