Thomas Jefferson Institute for Public Policy

9035 Golden Sunset Lane •  Springfield, VA 22153

703/440-9447 (O) • 703/455-1531 (F) • info@thomasjeffersoninst.org

Michael W. Thompson

Chairman and President

2007 Innovations in Government Conference

Monday, December 17, 2007

Free Registration This Year!

Reserve a Place by email or fax today
Dear Virginia Government Official:


Enclosed is an invitation to the “2007 Innovations in Government Conference” scheduled for Monday, December 17, 2007 at the Dominion Resources Corporate offices in downtown Richmond.  This year’s annual conference is once again hosted by the state’s highly respected non-partisan public policy foundation, the Thomas Jefferson Institute in partnership with the Office of the Governor and the General Assembly’s Cost Cutting Caucus.  This year, however, we have added an important new ally and co-sponsor to this event – the nationally-recognized Mercatus Center at George Mason University.
The theme of this year’s program is “Modernizing Government through Better Practices” and brings together a group of highly knowledgeable experts.  We will examine how to make government more efficient, more transparent and how the budget can create better results for all Virginia citizens.  This conference should not be missed.  These conferences have brought between 75 and 100 key government leaders together to discuss important issues and the comments have been very supportive. 

This conference is once again aimed at those who are the decision makers in government; those who make government actually work; and those who must change government as our society and our economy evolve.  During the program we will outline the proposed budget for next year, discuss the economic outlook for Virginia over the year or two, identify what is going on now to make state government more efficient, and discuss some new ideas for furthering that on-going effort.

Our “kick off” speakers will be two top notch experts from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University:  Dr. Jerry Ellig and the Hon. Maurice McTigue.  Both will draw upon their ongoing work with senior officials in the U.S. Congress, White House Office of Management, key federal agencies, and assorted state legislative and gubernatorial offices about how to bring “Accountability, Transparency and Competitiveness” to Virginia’s government.  Dr. Ellig is a senior research fellow at Mercatus and has served as a senior economist for the Joint Economic Committee of Congress.  Maurice McTigue is a former New Zealand cabinet minister, and currently directs the Mercatus Center’s Government Accountability Project.
During lunch we will hear from Finance Secretary Jody Wagner, who will discuss the Governor’s proposed bi-annual budget, and Dr. Chris Chmura, Virginia’s highly respected independent economist, who will look at today economic picture and what to expect in the next year or two.  We will also present the Institute’s annual “Making Government Better” award to Mr. William Leighty, former Chief of Staff, and Delegate Chris Saxman, Chair of the Cost Cutting Caucus in the General Assembly.

Following lunch we will spend some time with Bill Leighty, Chris Saxman and Phil Bomersheim, former Executive Director of the Commonwealth Competition Council. Their remarks will focus on how Virginia is working towards the goals of transparency, accountability and competitiveness and what the impact of this will be on future budgets and the public perception of state government.  
We will close this year’s conference with Secretary of Technology Aneesh Chopra, who will speak to us on Performance Based Budgeting and the ways the private and public sectors inform that process. His remarks will be a fitting end to this important conference. 

Too often programs like these do not leave enough time for serious “drilling down” on the issues.  However, we are specifically dedicating time for this purpose. It is the discussion and question and answer periods that will bring these ideas into sharper focus.

Please make plans to attend this important conference and register today by faxing or emailing your registration to us. Forms are available at our website www.thomasjeffersoninst.org.  Our fax number is (703) 455-1531 and email is info@thomasjeffersoninst.org.

                      .  

There is no registration fee for this year’s conference!  We hope you will come to this important discussion on the state budget and where we are heading and should be heading as the state brings more and better business practices to managing this entire enterprise.

Time is short so please register promptly.  We need to order lunches, etc. so knowing the number who will be attending is crucial.

I look forward to seeing you at this conference.







Sincerely,







Mike Thompson
Michael W. Thompson






Chairman and President

Thomas Jefferson Institute’s 

2007 Innovations in Government Conference
“Modernizing Government through Better Practices” 

Sponsored by:  Mercatus Center at George Mason University
In Partnership with the Office of the Governor and the 

Cost Cutting Caucus of the General Assembly
December 17, 2007 at Dominion Resources Executive Building
Conference Room, 701 E. Cary Street, Richmond, VA
Innovations in Government Conference Schedule on December 17, 2007
10:30 a.m. 


Registration/coffee

11:00 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. 

Welcome: 
Mike Thompson, Thomas Jefferson Institute
11:05 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.
“Accountability, Transparency, and Competitiveness:  New Ideas for Budgets and Regulations”





Dr. Jerry Ellig, Senior Research Fellow at the Mercatus Center





Honorable Maurice McTigue, Vice President at the Mercatus Center
12:05 a.m. –12:25 p.m. 

Box Lunch





Award presentation to Mr. Bill Leighty and Delegate Chris Saxman

12:25 p.m – 1:05 p.m.

Virginia’s Economic Outlook

Dr. Christine Chmura

1:05 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. 

 The upcoming Budget issues






Honorable Jody Wagner, Secretary of Finance


1:35 – 1:45 a.m.


Break
1:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Working Together for Better Management





Honorable Wm. Leighty, former Chief of Staff






Delegate Chris Saxman, Chair of the Cost Cutting Caucus






Phil Bomersheim, former Ex. Dir, Commonwealth Competition Council
3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Performance Based Budgeting – Opportunities for Success






Honorable Aneesh Chopra, Secretary of Technology

3:45 p.m. 


Conference closes

Don’t be shy about asking questions and making comments at this conference!

2007 Innovations in Government Conference Registration Form

December 17, 2007

Dominion Resources Corporate Headquarters Building
701 E. Cary Street, Richmond, VA

NO REGISRATION FEE FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES!
$25 FEE FOR NON-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
__________  Yes, I will be attending the “Innovations in Government Conference” on December 17th.
__________ I am a non-government employee and will pay a $25 registration fee at the door.

Name:  















Title: 
















Address: 















City: 






, Virginia  
Zip 




Office Telephone:












Office email:












Others from my agency/office who will be attending (list names, addresses and emails)


Register Today for this Innovations in Government Conference December 17th!
Please email this completed Registration form to:  info@thomasjeffersoninst.org
or

Please FAX this completed form to:  703/455-1531

Thomas Jefferson Institute for Public Policy •  9035 Golden Sunset Lane • Springfield, VA 22153

Office phone:  703/440-9447   Office fax:  703/455-1531   Office email: info@thomasjeffersoninst.org

�I thought it was “The State Budget and Making Government More Efficient”?





