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Overview:

This survey was conducted to homes in Petersburg, Richmond, and Norfolk cities in neighborhoods in which Senator Barack Obama received more than 80% of the vote in the March Democratic Presidential Primary.  The purpose of the survey was to determine respondents’ opinion on the issue of public schools and to identify those in favor of Public Charter Schools and tax credits for K-12 scholarships.  On average, more than 2,200 self-identified registered voters responded.  Percentages in parenthesis are responses among self-identified parents of school-aged children.

Survey Questions:
1.
Are You Satisfied With Your Public School System? 

THIS SURVEY CONCERNS YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT VIRGINIA'S PUBLIC SCHOOL
 SYSTEM.  ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS?
Yes
25.34%     (31.18%)
No
40.00%     (57.20%)
Undecided…………………………………………………34.65%     (11.61%)
2.      Support School Choice? 

DO YOU BELIEVE PARENTS SHOULD BE ABLE TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO A 
SCHOOL THAT BEST MEETS THEIR CHILD’S NEEDS? 
Yes
76.29%     (95.69%)
No
4.53%     (  4.31%)
Undecided………………………………………………….19.18%     (   0%)
3.     Support Business Tax Credit for School Choice? 

WEALTHIER FAMILIES CAN AFFORD TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO THE SCHOOL 
OF THEIR CHOICE.  LOW INCOME AND WORKING CLASS FAMILIES USUALLY 
CAN’T AFFORD THAT.  TO HELP, SOME STATES GIVE BUSINESSES A TAX CREDIT 
IF THEY PAY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS SO THAT LOW INCOME AND WORKING CLASS 
STUDENTS CAN ATTEND THE K-12 SCHOOL OF THEIR CHOICE.  DO YOU FAVOR A 
LAW LIKE THAT IN VIRGINIA? 
Yes
65.12%     (75.28%)
No
18.31%     (16.10%)
Undecided………………………………………………….16.56%     (  8.61%)
4.    Support Individual Tax Credits for School Choice? 

 SOME STATES GIVE INDIVIDUALS A TAX CREDIT IF THEY PAY FOR 
SCHOLARSHIPS SO LOW-INCOME AND WORKING CLASS STUDENTS CAN ATTEND 
THE K-12 SCHOOL OF THEIR CHOICE.  DO YOU FAVOR A LAW LIKE THAT IN 
VIRGINIA?
Yes
68.33%     (78.84%)
No
17.65%     (15.92%)
Undecided…………………………………………………. 8.99%     (  5.24%)
5.
Favor Scholarship for School Choice? 

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES OFTEN HAVE A HARDER TIME IN PUBLIC SCHOOL.
 WOULD YOU FAVOR A SCHOLARSHIP FROM THE STATE THAT WOULD HELP 
PARENTS OF A DISABLED CHILD PAY FOR A PRIVATE SCHOOL TO HELP THEIR 
CHILD?
Yes
88.80%     (92.51%)
No
4.97%     (  4.40%)
Undecided…………………………………………………..6.22%     (  3.10%)
6.
Support Public Charter Schools? 

 PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS BRING PARENTS, TEACHERS AND COMMUNITY 
LEADERS TOGETHER TO CREATE SCHOOLS THAT BEST MEET THE NEEDS OF 
CHILDREN IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.  THEY HAVE MORE CONTROL OVER

THEIR OWN BUDGET, STAFF, AND CURRICULUM.  IN GENERAL, WOULD YOU SAY 
THAT YOU SUPPORT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS?
Yes
70.32%     (75.00%)
No
19.86%     (19.94%)
Undecided…………………………………………………..9.82%     (  5.06%)
